
YEAR 1, LENT 3, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Joseph commanded the steward of  his house, “Fill the
men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and 
put each man’s money in the mouth of  his sack, and 
put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of  the sack of
the youngest, with his money for the grain.” And he 
did as Joseph told him. As soon as the morning was 
light, the men were sent away with their asses. When 
they had gone but a short distance from the city, 
Joseph said to his steward, “Up, follow after the men; 
and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have 
you returned evil for good? Why have you stolen my 
silver cup? Is it not from this that my lord drinks, and 
by this that he divines? You have done wrong in so 
doing.’” When he overtook them, he spoke to them 
these words. They said to him, “Why does my lord 
speak such words as these? Far be it from your 
servants that they should do such a thing! Behold, the 
money which we found in the mouth of  our sacks, we 
brought back to you from the land of  Canaan; how 
then should we steal silver or gold from your lord’s 
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house? With whomever of  your servants it be found, 
let him die, and we also will be my lord’s slaves.” He 
said, “Let it be as you say: he with whom it is found 
shall be my slave, and the rest of  you shall be 
blameless.” Then every man quickly lowered his sack 
to the ground, and every man opened his sack. And he
searched, beginning with the eldest and ending with 
the youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin’s 
sack. Then they rent their clothes, and every man 
loaded his ass, and they returned to the city. When 
Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, he was
still there; and they fell before him to the ground. 
Joseph said to them, “What deed is this that you have 
done? Do you not know that such a man as I can 
indeed divine?” And Judah said, “What shall we say to 
my lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear 
ourselves? God has found out the guilt of  your 
servants; behold, we are my lord’s slaves, both we and 
he also in whose hand the cup has been found.” But 
he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so! Only 
the man in whose hand the cup was found shall be my 
slave; but as for you, go up in peace to your father.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Jesus and his disciples came to the other side of  the 
sea, to the country of  the Ger'asenes. And when he 
had come out of  the boat, there met him out of  the 
tombs a man with an unclean spirit, who lived among 
the tombs; and no one could bind him any more, even 
with a chain; for he had often been bound with fetters 
and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the 
fetters he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength
to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and 
on the mountains he was always crying out, and 
bruising himself  with stones. And when he saw Jesus 
from afar, he ran and worshiped him; and crying out 
with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with 
me, Jesus, Son of  the Most High God? I adjure you by
God, do not torment me.” For he had said to him, 
“Come out of  the man, you unclean spirit!” And Jesus
asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My 
name is Legion; for we are many.” And he begged him
eagerly not to send them out of  the country. Now a 
great herd of  swine was feeding there on the hillside; 
and they begged him, “Send us to the swine, let us 
enter them.” So he gave them leave. And the unclean 
spirits came out, and entered the swine; and the herd, 
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the 
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steep bank into the sea, and were drowned in the sea. 
The herdsmen fled, and told it in the city and in the 
country. And people came to see what it was that had 
happened. And they came to Jesus, and saw the 
demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, 
the man who had had the legion; and they were afraid. 
And those who had seen it told what had happened to 
the demoniac and to the swine. And they began to beg
Jesus to depart from their neighborhood. And as he 
was getting into the boat, the man who had been 
possessed with demons begged him that he might be 
with him. But he refused, and said to him, “Go home 
to your friends, and tell them how much the Lord has 
done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 
And he went away and began to proclaim in the 
Decap'olis how much Jesus had done for him; and all 
men marveled.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
All the commandment which I command you this day 
you shall be careful to do, that you may live and 
multiply, and go in and possess the land which the 
LORD swore to give to your fathers. And you shall 
remember all the way which the LORD your God has 
led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he 
might humble you, testing you to know what was in 
your heart, whether you would keep his 
commandments, or not. And he humbled you and let 
you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did 
not know, nor did your fathers know; that he might 
make you know that man does not live by bread alone,
but that man lives by everything that proceeds out of  
the mouth of  the LORD. Your clothing did not wear 
out upon you, and your foot did not swell, these forty 
years. Know then in your heart that, as a man 
disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines 
you. So you shall keep the commandments of  the 
LORD your God, by walking in his ways and by fearing
him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a 
good land, a land of  brooks of  water, of  fountains 
and springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills, a land of
wheat and barley, of  vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates, a land of  olive trees and honey, a land 
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in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which 
you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, 
and out of  whose hills you can dig copper. And you 
shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your
God for the good land he has given you.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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