
YEAR 1, LENT 2, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
Declare this in the house of  Jacob, proclaim it in 
Judah: “Hear this, O foolish and senseless people, who
have eyes, but see not, who have ears, but hear not. Do
you not fear me? says the LORD; Do you not tremble 
before me? I placed the sand as the bound for the sea, 
a perpetual barrier which it cannot pass; though the 
waves toss, they cannot prevail, though they roar, they 
cannot pass over it. But this people has a stubborn and
rebellious heart; they have turned aside and gone away.
They do not say in their hearts, ‘Let us fear the LORD 
our God, who gives the rain in its season, the autumn 
rain and the spring rain, and keeps for us the weeks 
appointed for the harvest.’ Your iniquities have turned 
these away, and your sins have kept good from you. 
For wicked men are found among my people; they lurk
like fowlers lying in wait. They set a trap; they catch 
men. Like a basket full of  birds, their houses are full 
of  treachery; therefore they have become great and 
rich, they have grown fat and sleek. They know no 
bounds in deeds of  wickedness; they judge not with 
justice the cause of  the fatherless, to make it prosper, 
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and they do not defend the rights of  the needy. Shall I 
not punish them for these things? says the LORD, and 
shall I not avenge myself  on a nation such as this?” An
appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land: 
the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule at 
their direction; my people love to have it so, but what 
will you do when the end comes?
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
We know that whatever the law says it speaks to those 
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable
to God. For no human being will be justified in his 
sight by works of  the law, since through the law comes
knowledge of  sin. But now the righteousness of  God 
has been manifested apart from law, although the law 
and the prophets bear witness to it, the righteousness 
of  God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction; since all have 
sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God, they are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as an 
expiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 
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was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins; it was to 
prove at the present time that he himself  is righteous 
and that he justifies him who has faith in Jesus. Then 
what becomes of  our boasting? It is excluded. On 
what principle? On the principle of  works? No, but on
the principle of  faith. For we hold that a man is 
justified by faith apart from works of  law. Or is God 
the God of  Jews only? Is he not the God of  Gentiles 
also? Yes, of  Gentiles also, since God is one; and he 
will justify the circumcised on the ground of  their 
faith and the uncircumcised through their faith. Do we
then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On
the contrary, we uphold the law.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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