
YEAR 1, LENT 2, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When Joseph’s brothers came to Jacob their father in 
the land of  Canaan, they told him all that had befallen 
them, saying, “The man, the lord of  the land, spoke 
roughly to us, and took us to be spies of  the land. But 
we said to him, ‘We are honest men, we are not spies; 
we are twelve brothers, sons of  our father; one is no 
more, and the youngest is this day with our father in 
the land of  Canaan.’ Then the man, the lord of  the 
land, said to us, ‘By this I shall know that you are 
honest men: leave one of  your brothers with me, and 
take grain for the famine of  your households, and go 
your way. Bring your youngest brother to me; then I 
shall know that you are not spies but honest men, and 
I will deliver to you your brother, and you shall trade 
in the land.’” As they emptied their sacks, behold, 
every man’s bundle of  money was in his sack; and 
when they and their father saw their bundles of  
money, they were dismayed. And Jacob their father 
said to them, “You have bereaved me of  my children: 
Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now 
you would take Benjamin; all this has come upon me.” 
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Then Reuben said to his father, “Slay my two sons if  I 
do not bring him back to you; put him in my hands, 
and I will bring him back to you.” But he said, “My 
son shall not go down with you, for his brother is 
dead, and he only is left. If  harm should befall him on 
the journey that you are to make, you would bring 
down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Jews, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the 
Son can do nothing of  his own accord, but only what 
he sees the Father doing; for whatever he does, that 
the Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son, 
and shows him all that he himself  is doing; and greater
works than these will he show him, that you may 
marvel. For as the Father raises the dead and gives 
them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 
The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment 
to the Son, that all may honor the Son, even as they 
honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son 
does not honor the Father who sent him. Truly, truly, I
say to you, he who hears my word and believes him 
who sent me, has eternal life; he does not come into 
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judgment, but has passed from death to life. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead will hear the voice of  the Son of  God, 
and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life 
in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life 
in himself, and has given him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is the Son of  man. Do not 
marvel at this; for the hour is coming when all who are
in the tombs will hear his voice and come forth, those 
who have done good, to the resurrection of  life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of  
judgment.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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