
YEAR 1, LENT 2, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he 
said to his sons, “Why do you look at one another?” 
And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain 
in Egypt; go down and buy grain for us there, that we 
may live, and not die.” So ten of  Joseph’s brothers 
went down to buy grain in Egypt. But Jacob did not 
send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his brothers, for
he feared that harm might befall him. Thus the sons 
of  Israel came to buy among the others who came, for
the famine was in the land of  Canaan. Now Joseph 
was governor over the land; he it was who sold to all 
the people of  the land. And Joseph’s brothers came, 
and bowed themselves before him with their faces to 
the ground. Joseph saw his brothers, and knew them, 
but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly 
to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They 
said, “From the land of  Canaan, to buy food.” Thus 
Joseph knew his brothers, but they did not know him. 
And Joseph remembered the dreams which he had 
dreamed of  them; and he said to them, “You are spies,
you have come to see the weakness of  the land.” They
YEAR 1, LENT 2, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

GENESIS 42:1–17; JOHN 4:43–54



said to him, “No, my lord, but to buy food have your 
servants come. We are all sons of  one man, we are 
honest men, your servants are not spies.” He said to 
them, “No, it is the weakness of  the land that you 
have come to see.” And they said, “We, your servants, 
are twelve brothers, the sons of  one man in the land 
of  Canaan; and behold, the youngest is this day with 
our father, and one is no more.” But Joseph said to 
them, “It is as I said to you, you are spies. By this you 
shall be tested: by the life of  Pharaoh, you shall not go
from this place unless your youngest brother comes 
here. Send one of  you, and let him bring your brother,
while you remain in prison, that your words may be 
tested, whether there is truth in you; or else, by the life
of  Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” And he put them all 
together in prison for three days.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
After the two days in Samaria Jesus departed to 
Galilee. For Jesus himself  testified that a prophet has 
no honor in his own country. So when he came to 
Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all 
that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast, for they too
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had gone to the feast. So he came again to Cana in 
Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 
Caper'na-um there was an official whose son was ill. 
When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea to 
Galilee, he went and begged him to come down and 
heal his son, for he was at the point of  death. Jesus 
therefore said to him, “Unless you see signs and 
wonders you will not believe.” The official said to him,
“Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus said to 
him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the 
word that Jesus spoke to him and went his way. As he 
was going down, his servants met him and told him 
that his son was living. So he asked them the hour 
when he began to mend, and they said to him, 
“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” The
father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to 
him, “Your son will live”; and he himself  believed, and
all his household. This was now the second sign that 
Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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