
YEAR 1, LENT 1, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
The brothers of  Joseph sat down to eat; and looking 
up they saw a caravan of  Ish'maelites coming from 
Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and 
myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then 
Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if  we slay 
our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell 
him to the Ish'maelites, and let not our hand be upon 
him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his 
brothers heeded him. Then Mid'ianite traders passed 
by; and they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of  the 
pit, and sold him to the Ish'maelites for twenty shekels
of  silver; and they took Joseph to Egypt. When 
Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was 
not in the pit, he rent his clothes and returned to his 
brothers, and said, “The lad is gone; and I, where shall 
I go?” Then they took Joseph’s robe, and killed a goat,
and dipped the robe in the blood; and they sent the 
long robe with sleeves and brought it to their father, 
and said, “This we have found; see now whether it is 
your son’s robe or not.” And he recognized it, and 
said, “It is my son’s robe; a wild beast has devoured 
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him; Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces.” Then 
Jacob rent his garments, and put sackcloth upon his 
loins, and mourned for his son many days. All his sons
and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he 
refused to be comforted, and said, “No, I shall go 
down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father 
wept for him. Meanwhile the Mid'ianites had sold him 
in Egypt to Pot'i-phar, an officer of  Pharaoh, the 
captain of  the guard.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
When Jesus was in Jerusalem at the Passover feast, 
many believed in his name when they saw the signs 
which he did; but Jesus did not trust himself  to them, 
because he knew all men and needed no one to bear 
witness of  man; for he himself  knew what was in 
man. Now there was a man of  the Pharisees, named 
Nicode'mus, a ruler of  the Jews. This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do, unless God is with him.” Jesus
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of  God.” 
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Nicode'mus said to him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of  water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of  God. That 
which is born of  the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of  the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said 
to you, ‘You must be born anew.’ The wind blows 
where it wills, and you hear the sound of  it, but you do
not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is 
with every one who is born of  the Spirit.” Nicode'mus
said to him, “How can this be?” Jesus answered him, 
“Are you a teacher of  Israel, and yet you do not 
understand this? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of  
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen;
but you do not receive our testimony. If  I have told 
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if  I tell you heavenly things? No one has 
ascended into heaven but he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of  man. And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of  man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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