
YEAR 1, LENT 1, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses summoned all Israel, and said to them, “All the 
commandment which I command you this day you 
shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, 
and go in and possess the land which the LORD swore 
to give to your fathers. And you shall remember all the
way which the LORD your God has led you these forty
years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, 
testing you to know what was in your heart, whether 
you would keep his commandments, or not. And he 
humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with 
manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers 
know; that he might make you know that man does 
not live by bread alone, but that man lives by 
everything that proceeds out of  the mouth of  the 
LORD. Your clothing did not wear out upon you, and 
your foot did not swell, these forty years. Know then 
in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the 
LORD your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the 
commandments of  the LORD your God, by walking in
his ways and by fearing him. For the LORD your God 
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is bringing you into a good land, a land of  brooks of  
water, of  fountains and springs, flowing forth in 
valleys and hills, a land of  wheat and barley, of  vines 
and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of  olive trees 
and honey, a land in which you will eat bread without 
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose 
stones are iron, and out of  whose hills you can dig 
copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you shall 
bless the LORD your God for the good land he has 
given you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross 
of  Christ be emptied of  its power. For the word of  
the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of  God. For it is 
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of  the wise, and 
the cleverness of  the clever I will thwart.” Where is 
the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of  this age? Has not God made foolish the 
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wisdom of  the world? For since, in the wisdom of  
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of  what we preach to 
save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to 
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of  God and the wisdom of  God. For the 
foolishness of  God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of  God is stronger than men. For consider 
your call, brethren; not many of  you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of  noble birth; but God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong, God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of  God. He is the source of  your life in 
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption; 
therefore, as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast 
of  the Lord.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 1, LENT 1, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

DEUTERONOMY 8:1–10; 1 CORINTHIANS 1:17–31


