
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 8, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses undertook to explain the Law, saying: “For ask 
now of  the days that are past, which were before you, 
since the day that God created man upon the earth, 
and ask from one end of  heaven to the other, whether
such a great thing as this has ever happened or was 
ever heard of.  Did any people ever hear the voice of  a
god speaking out of  the midst of  the fire, as you have 
heard, and still live?  Or has any god ever attempted to
go and take a nation for himself  from the midst of  
another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, and by 
war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by
great terrors, according to all that the LORD your God 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes?  To you it was 
shown, that you might know that the LORD is God; 
there is no other besides him.  Out of  heaven he let 
you hear his voice, that he might discipline you; and on
earth he let you see his great fire, and you heard his 
words out of  the midst of  the fire.  And because he 
loved your fathers and chose their descendants after 
them, and brought you out of  Egypt with his own 
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presence, by his great power, driving out before you 
nations greater and mightier than yourselves, to bring 
you in, to give you their land for an inheritance, as at 
this day; know therefore this day, and lay it to your 
heart, that the LORD is God in heaven above and on 
the earth beneath; there is no other.  Therefore you 
shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I
command you this day, that it may go well with you, 
and with your children after you, and that you may 
prolong your days in the land which the LORD your 
God gives you for ever.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I 
will go on to visions and revelations of  the Lord.  I 
know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was 
caught up to the third heaven -- whether in the body 
or out of  the body I do not know, God knows.  And I 
know that this man was caught up into Paradise – 
whether in the body or out of  the body I do not know,
God knows – and he heard things that cannot be told, 
which man may not utter.  On behalf  of  this man I 
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will boast, but on my own behalf  I will not boast, 
except of  my weaknesses.  Though if  I wish to boast, 
I shall not be a fool, for I shall be speaking the truth. 
But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more 
of  me than he sees in me or hears from me.  And to 
keep me from being too elated by the abundance of  
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of  Satan, to harass me, to keep me from 
being too elated.  Three times I besought the Lord 
about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.”  I will all the more gladly boast 
of  my weaknesses, that the power of  Christ may rest 
upon me.  For the sake of  Christ, then, I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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