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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
Na'omi Ruth’s mother-in-law said to her, “My 
daughter, should I not seek a home for you, that it may
be well with you? Now is not Bo'az our kinsman, with 
whose maidens you were? See, he is winnowing barley 
tonight at the threshing floor. Wash therefore and 
anoint yourself, and put on your best clothes and go 
down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself
known to the man until he has finished eating and 
drinking. But when he lies down, observe the place 
where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie 
down; and he will tell you what to do.” And she 
replied, “All that you say I will do.” So she went down 
to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-
law had told her. And when Bo'az had eaten and 
drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at
the end of  the heap of  grain. Then she came softly, 
and uncovered his feet, and lay down. At midnight the 
man was startled, and turned over, and behold, a 
woman lay at his feet! He said, “Who are you?” And 
she answered, “I am Ruth, your maidservant; spread 
your skirt over your maidservant, for you are next of  
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kin.” And he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, 
my daughter; you have made this last kindness greater 
than the first, in that you have not gone after young 
men, whether poor or rich. And now, my daughter, do 
not fear, I will do for you all that you ask, for all my 
fellow townsmen know that you are a woman of  
worth. And now it is true that I am a near kinsman, yet
there is a kinsman nearer than I. Remain this night, 
and in the morning, if  he will do the part of  the next 
of  kin for you, well; let him do it; but if  he is not 
willing to do the part of  the next of  kin for you, then, 
as the LORD lives, I will do the part of  the next of  kin 
for you. Lie down until the morning.” So she lay at his 
feet until the morning, but arose before one could 
recognize another; and he said, “Let it not be known 
that the woman came to the threshing floor.” And he 
said, “Bring the mantle you are wearing and hold it 
out.” So she held it, and he measured out six measures
of  barley, and laid it upon her; then she went into the 
city. And when she came to her mother-in-law, she 
said, “How did you fare, my daughter?” Then she told 
her all that the man had done for her, saying, “These 
six measures of  barley he gave to me, for he said, ‘You
must not go back empty-handed to your mother-in-
law.’” She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you learn 
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how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest, 
but will settle the matter today.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of  God, 
we do not lose heart. We have renounced disgraceful, 
underhanded ways; we refuse to practice cunning or to
tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of
the truth we would commend ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of  God. And even if  our 
gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are 
perishing. In their case the god of  this world has 
blinded the minds of  the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of  the gospel of  the glory of  
Christ, who is the likeness of  God. For what we 
preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the 
God who said, “Let light shine out of  darkness,” who 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of  the 
knowledge of  the glory of  God in the face of  Christ. 
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show 
that the transcendent power belongs to God and not 
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to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 
carrying in the body the death of  Jesus, so that the life 
of  Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For 
while we live we are always being given up to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of  Jesus may be manifested 
in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life 
in you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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