
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 7, TUESDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
Na'omi said to Ruth, “See, your sister-in-law has gone 
back to her people and to her gods; return after your 
sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Entreat me not to leave 
you or to return from following you; for where you go
I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge; your people
shall be my people, and your God my God; where you 
die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD
do so to me and more also if  even death parts me 
from you.” And when Na'omi saw that she was 
determined to go with her, she said no more. So the 
two of  them went on until they came to Bethlehem. 
And when they came to Bethlehem, the whole town 
was stirred because of  them; and the women said, “Is 
this Na'omi?” She said to them, “Do not call me 
Na'omi, call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very 
bitterly with me. I went away full, and the LORD has 
brought me back empty. Why call me Na'omi, when 
the LORD has afflicted me and the Almighty has 
brought calamity upon me?” So Na'omi returned, and 
Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law with her, who 
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returned from the country of  Moab. And they came to
Bethlehem at the beginning of  barley harvest.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
For our boast is this, the testimony of  our conscience 
that we have behaved in the world, and still more 
toward you, with holiness and godly sincerity, not by 
earthly wisdom but by the grace of  God. For we write 
you nothing but what you can read and understand; I 
hope you will understand fully, as you have understood
in part, that you can be proud of  us as we can be of  
you, on the day of  the Lord Jesus. Because I was sure 
of  this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you 
might have a double pleasure; I wanted to visit you on 
my way to Macedo'nia, and to come back to you from 
Macedo'nia and have you send me on my way to Judea.
Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make 
my plans like a worldly man, ready to say Yes and No 
at once? As surely as God is faithful, our word to you 
has not been Yes and No. For the Son of  God, Jesus 
Christ, whom we preached among you, Silva'nus and 
Timothy and I, was not Yes and No; but in him it is 
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always Yes. For all the promises of  God find their Yes 
in him. That is why we utter the Amen through him, 
to the glory of  God. But it is God who establishes us 
with you in Christ, and has commissioned us; he has 
put his seal upon us and given us his Spirit in our 
hearts as a guarantee.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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