
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 6, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
The same night Jacob arose and took his two wives, 
his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the
ford of  the Jabbok.  He took them and sent them 
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 
And Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him
until the breaking of  the day.  When the man saw that 
he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched the hollow
of  his thigh; and Jacob’s thigh was put out of  joint as 
he wrestled with him.  Then he said, “Let me go, for 
the day is breaking.”  But Jacob said, “I will not let you
go, unless you bless me.”  And he said to him, “What 
is your name?”  And he said, “Jacob.”  Then he said, 
“Your name shall no more be called Jacob, but Israel, 
for you have striven with God and with men, and have
prevailed.”  Then Jacob asked him, “Tell me, I pray, 
your name.”  But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?”  And there he blessed him.  So Jacob called 
the name of  the place Peni'el, saying, “For I have seen 
God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.”  The 
sun rose upon him as he passed Penu'el, limping 
because of  his thigh.  Therefore to this day the 
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Israelites do not eat the sinew of  the hip which is 
upon the hollow of  the thigh, because he touched the 
hollow of  Jacob’s thigh on the sinew of  the hip.  And 
Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau 
was coming, and four hundred men with him. So he 
divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the 
two maids.  And he put the maids with their children 
in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and 
Joseph last of  all.  He himself  went on before them, 
bowing himself  to the ground seven times, until he 
came near to his brother.  But Esau ran to meet him, 
and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed 
him, and they wept.  And when Esau raised his eyes 
and saw the women and children, he said, “Who are 
these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God
has graciously given your servant.”  Then the maids 
drew near, they and their children, and bowed down; 
Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed 
down; and last Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they 
bowed down.  Esau said, “What do you mean by all 
this company which I met?”  Jacob answered, “To find
favor in the sight of  my lord.”  But Esau said, “I have 
enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.”
Jacob said, “No, I pray you, if  I have found favor in 
your sight, then accept my present from my hand; for 
truly to see your face is like seeing the face of  God, 
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with such favor have you received me.  Accept, I pray 
you, my gift that is brought to you, because God has 
dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” 
Thus he urged him, and he took it.  Then Esau said, 
“Let us journey on our way, and I will go before you.” 
But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the 
children are frail, and that the flocks and herds giving 
suck are a care to me; and if  they are overdriven for 
one day, all the flocks will die.  Let my lord pass on 
before his servant, and I will lead on slowly, according 
to the pace of  the cattle which are before me and 
according to the pace of  the children, until I come to 
my lord in Se'ir.”  So Esau said, “Let me leave with you
some of  the men who are with me.”  But he said, 
“What need is there?  Let me find favor in the sight of
my lord.”  So Esau returned that day on his way to 
Se'ir.  But Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built 
himself  a house, and made booths for his cattle; 
therefore the name of  the place is called Succoth.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
One of  the scribes came up and heard Jesus and the 
Sad'ducees disputing with one another, and seeing that
Jesus answered them well, asked him, “Which 
commandment is the first of  all?”  Jesus answered, 
“The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  There 
is no other commandment greater than these.”  And 
the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you 
have truly said that he is one, and there is no other but
he; and to love him with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the strength, and to love 
one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”  And when Jesus saw 
that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not 
far from the kingdom of  God.” And after that no one 
dared to ask him any question.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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