
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 4, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
The men set out from the oaks of  Mamre, and they 
looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to 
set them on their way. The LORD said, “Shall I hide from
Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that Abraham 
shall become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of  the earth shall bless themselves by him? No, 
for I have chosen him, that he may charge his children 
and his household after him to keep the way of  the 
LORD by doing righteousness and justice; so that the 
LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised 
him.” Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against 
Sodom and Gomor'rah is great and their sin is very 
grave, I will go down to see whether they have done 
altogether according to the outcry which has come to 
me; and if  not, I will know.” So the men turned from 
there, and went toward Sodom; but Abraham still stood 
before the LORD. Then Abraham drew near, and said, 
“Wilt thou indeed destroy the righteous with the wicked?
Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; wilt 
thou then destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty 
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righteous who are in it? Far be it from thee to do such a 
thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the 
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from thee! Shall 
not the Judge of  all the earth do right?” And the LORD 
said, “If  I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will 
spare the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered,
“Behold, I have taken upon myself  to speak to the Lord, 
I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of  the fifty 
righteous are lacking? Wilt thou destroy the whole city 
for lack of  five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if  I 
find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him, and said, 
“Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the 
sake of  forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh let not 
the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are 
found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if  I find 
thirty there.” He said, “Behold, I have taken upon myself
to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” 
He answered, “For the sake of  twenty I will not destroy 
it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found 
there.” He answered, “For the sake of  ten I will not 
destroy it.” And the LORD went his way, when he had 
finished speaking to Abraham; and Abraham returned to 
his place.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
About the middle of  the feast Jesus went up into the 
temple and taught. The Jews marveled at it, saying, “How
is it that this man has learning, when he has never 
studied?” So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not 
mine, but his who sent me; if  any man's will is to do his 
will, he shall know whether the teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on my own authority. He who 
speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but he 
who seeks the glory of  him who sent him is true, and in 
him there is no falsehood. Did not Moses give you the 
law? Yet none of  you keeps the law. Why do you seek to 
kill me?” The people answered, “You have a demon! 
Who is seeking to kill you?” Jesus answered them, “I did 
one deed, and you all marvel at it. Moses gave you 
circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the 
fathers), and you circumcise a man upon the sabbath. If  
on the sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the 
law of  Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me 
because on the sabbath I made a man’s whole body well? 
Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right 
judgment.” Some of  the people of  Jerusalem therefore 
said, “Is not this the man whom they seek to kill? And 
here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! 
Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the 
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Christ? Yet we know where this man comes from; and 
when the Christ appears, no one will know where he 
comes from.” So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the 
temple, “You know me, and you know where I come 
from? But I have not come of  my own accord; he who 
sent me is true, and him you do not know. I know him, 
for I come from him, and he sent me.” So they sought to
arrest him; but no one laid hands on him, because his 
hour had not yet come. Yet many of  the people believed 
in him; they said, “When the Christ appears, will he do 
more signs than this man has done?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said, “Let your loins be girded and your lamps 
burning, and be like men who are waiting for their 
master to come home from the marriage feast, so that 
they may open to him at once when he comes and 
knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master 
finds awake when he comes; truly, I say to you, he will 
gird himself  and have them sit at table, and he will come 
and serve them. If  he comes in the second watch, or in 
the third, and finds them so, blessed are those servants! 
But know this, that if  the householder had known at 
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what hour the thief  was coming, he would not have left 
his house to be broken into. You also must be ready; for 
the Son of  man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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