
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 3, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Listen to me, O coastlands, and hearken, you peoples 
from afar. The LORD called me from the womb, from 
the body of  my mother he named my name. He made 
my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of  his 
hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his 
quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are 
my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I 
said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength 
for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the 
LORD, and my recompense with my God.” And now 
the LORD says, who formed me from the womb to be 
his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel 
might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the 
eyes of  the LORD, and my God has become my 
strength—he says: “It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of  Jacob 
and to restore the preserved of  Israel; I will give you 
as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to
the end of  the earth.” Thus says the LORD, the 
Redeemer of  Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 
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despised, abhorred by the nations, the servant of  
rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they 
shall prostrate themselves; because of  the LORD, who 
is faithful, the Holy One of  Israel, who has chosen 
you.” Thus says the LORD: “In a time of  favor I have 
answered you, in a day of  salvation I have helped you; 
I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the 
people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate 
heritages; saying to the prisoners, ‘Come forth,’ to 
those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ They shall feed 
along the ways, on all bare heights shall be their 
pasture; they shall not hunger or thirst, neither 
scorching wind nor sun shall smite them, for he who 
has pity on them will lead them, and by springs of  
water will guide them. And I will make all my 
mountains a way, and my highways shall be raised up. 
Lo, these shall come from afar, and lo, these from the 
north and from the west, and these from the land of  
Syene.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the 
Galatians
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When Cephas came to Antioch I opposed him to his 
face, because he stood condemned. For before certain 
men came from James, he ate with the Gentiles; but 
when they came he drew back and separated himself, 
fearing the circumcision party. And with him the rest 
of  the Jews acted insincerely, so that even Barnabas 
was carried away by their insincerity. But when I saw 
that they were not straightforward about the truth of  
the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If  you, 
though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how
can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?” We 
ourselves, who are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners, yet who know that a man is not justified by 
works of  the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be 
justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of  the 
law, because by works of  the law shall no one be 
justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in 
Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ
then an agent of  sin? Certainly not! But if  I build up 
again those things which I tore down, then I prove 
myself  a transgressor. For I through the law died to 
the law, that I might live to God. I have been crucified 
with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of  God, who loved me and gave 
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himself  for me. I do not nullify the grace of  God; for 
if  justification were through the law, then Christ died 
to no purpose.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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