
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 1, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When men began to multiply on the face of  the 
ground, and daughters were born to them, the sons of
God saw that the daughters of  men were fair; and they
took to wife such of  them as they chose. Then the 
LORD said, “My spirit shall not abide in man for ever, 
for he is flesh, but his days shall be a hundred and 
twenty years.” The Neph'ilim were on the earth in 
those days, and also afterward, when the sons of  God 
came in to the daughters of  men, and they bore 
children to them. These were the mighty men that 
were of  old, the men of  renown. The LORD saw that 
the wickedness of  man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of  the thoughts of  his heart was 
only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that he 
had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his 
heart. So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I 
have created from the face of  the ground, man and 
beast and creeping things and birds of  the air, for I am
sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found favor 
in the eyes of  the LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Jesus went out again beside the sea; and all the crowd 
gathered about him, and he taught them. And as he 
passed on, he saw Levi the son of  Alphaeus sitting at 
the tax office, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And 
he rose and followed him. And as he sat at table in his 
house, many tax collectors and sinners were sitting 
with Jesus and his disciples; for there were many who 
followed him. And the scribes of  the Pharisees, when 
they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax 
collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?” And when Jesus heard it, 
he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of
a physician, but those who are sick; I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners.” Now John’s disciples and 
the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said 
to him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of  
the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” And
Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while 
the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days will 
come, when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 
and then they will fast in that day. No one sews a piece
of  unshrunk cloth on an old garment; if  he does, the 
patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a 
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worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine into 
old wineskins; if  he does, the wine will burst the skins,
and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but new wine
is for fresh skins.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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