YEAR 1, EASTER 7, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel

A man, whose appearance was like bronze, brought
me to the gate, the gate facing east. And behold, the
glory of the God of Israel came from the east; and the
sound of his coming was like the sound of many
waters; and the earth shone with his glory. And the
vision I saw was like the vision which I had seen when
he came to destroy the city, and like the vision which I
had seen by the river Che'bar; and I fell upon my face.
As the glory of the LORD entered the temple by the
gate facing east, the Spirit lifted me up, and brought
me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the
LORD filled the temple. While the man was standing
beside me, I heard one speaking to me out of the
temple; and he said to me, “Son of man, this is the
place of my throne and the place of the soles of my
feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the people of
Israel for ever. And the house of Israel shall no more
defile my holy name, neither they, nor their kings, by
their harlotry, and by the dead bodies of their kings, by
setting their threshold by my threshold and their
doorposts beside my doorposts, with only a wall
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between me and them. They have defiled my holy
name by their abominations which they have
committed, so I have consumed them in my anger.
Now let them put away their idolatry and the dead
bodies of their kings far from me, and I will dwell in
their midst for ever. And you, son of man, describe to
the house of Israel the temple and its appearance and
plan, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities. And
it they are ashamed of all that they have done, portray
the temple, its arrangement, its exits and its entrances,
and its whole form; and make known to them all its
ordinances and all its laws; and write it down in their
sight, so that they may observe and perform all its laws
and all its ordinances. This 1s the law of the temple:
the whole territory round about upon the top of the
mountain shall be most holy. Behold, this 1s the law of
the temple.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

Even the first covenant had regulations for worship
and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was prepared, the
outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table
and the bread of the Presence; it 1s called the Holy
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Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent called
the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of incense
and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with
gold, which contained a golden urn holding the
manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of
the covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory
overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we
cannot now speak in detail. These preparations having
thus been made, the priests go continually into the
outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into the
second only the high priest goes, and he but once a
year, and not without taking blood which he offers for
himself and for the errors of the people. By this the
Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary is
not yet opened as long as the outer tent is still standing
(which is symbolic for the present age). According to
this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered which
cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, but
deal only with food and drink and various ablutions,
regulations for the body imposed until the time of
reformation. But when Christ appeared as a high priest
of the good things that have come, then through the
greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands,
that is, not of this creation) he entered once for all
into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and
calves but his own blood, thus securing an eternal
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redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons
with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes
of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh,
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead

works to serve the living God.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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