
YEAR 1, EASTER 7, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The word of  the LORD came to me again: “What do 
you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of  Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and
the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, says the 
Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you 
in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of  the 
father as well as the soul of  the son is mine: the soul 
that sins shall die. Yet you say, ‘Why should not the 
son suffer for the iniquity of  the father?’ When the 
son has done what is lawful and right, and has been 
careful to observe all my statutes, he shall surely live. 
The soul that sins shall die. The son shall not suffer 
for the iniquity of  the father, nor the father suffer for 
the iniquity of  the son; the righteousness of  the 
righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon himself. But if  a wicked man 
turns away from all his sins which he has committed 
and keeps all my statutes and does what is lawful and 
right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of  the 
transgressions which he has committed shall be 
remembered against him; for the righteousness which 
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he has done he shall live. Have I any pleasure in the 
death of  the wicked, says the Lord GOD, and not 
rather that he should turn from his way and live? But 
when a righteous man turns away from his 
righteousness and commits iniquity and does the same
abominable things that the wicked man does, shall he 
live? None of  the righteous deeds which he has done 
shall be remembered; for the treachery of  which he is 
guilty and the sin he has committed, he shall die. Yet 
you say, ‘The way of  the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O
house of  Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways
that are not just? When a righteous man turns away 
from his righteousness and commits iniquity, he shall 
die for it; for the iniquity which he has committed he 
shall die. Again, when a wicked man turns away from 
the wickedness he has committed and does what is 
lawful and right, he shall save his life. Because he 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions
which he had committed, he shall surely live, he shall 
not die. Yet the house of  Israel says, ‘The way of  the 
Lord is not just.’ O house of  Israel, are my ways not 
just? Is it not your ways that are not just? Therefore I 
will judge you, O house of  Israel, every one according 
to his ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from 
all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast 
away from you all the transgressions which you have 
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committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart 
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of  Israel? 
For I have no pleasure in the death of  any one, says 
the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
On the one hand, a former commandment is set aside 
because of  its weakness and uselessness (for the law 
made nothing perfect); on the other hand, a better 
hope is introduced, through which we draw near to 
God. And it was not without an oath. Those who 
formerly became priests took their office without an 
oath, but this one was addressed with an oath, “The 
Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘Thou 
art a priest for ever.’” This makes Jesus the surety of  a 
better covenant. The former priests were many in 
number, because they were prevented by death from 
continuing in office; but he holds his priesthood 
permanently, because he continues for ever. 
Consequently he is able for all time to save those who 
draw near to God through him, since he always lives to
make intercession for them. For it was fitting that we 
should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
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unstained, separated from sinners, exalted above the 
heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to 
offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for
those of  the people; he did this once for all when he 
offered up himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in 
their weakness as high priests, but the word of  the 
oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son 
who has been made perfect for ever.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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