YEAR 1, EASTER 7, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel

The word of the LORD came to me: “Behold, the day!
Behold, it comes! Your doom has come, injustice has
blossomed, pride has budded. Violence has grown up
into a rod of wickedness; none of them shall remain,
nor their abundance, nor their wealth; neither shall
there be preeminence among them. The time has
come, the day draws near. Let not the buyer rejoice,
nor the seller mourn, for wrath is upon all their
multitude. For the seller shall not return to what he
has sold, while they live. For wrath 1s upon all their
multitude; it shall not turn back; and because of his
iniquity, none can maintain his life. They have blown
the trumpet and made all ready; but none goes to
battle, for my wrath is upon all their multitude. The
sword 1s without, pestilence and famine are within; he
that is in the field dies by the sword; and him that is in
the city famine and pestilence devour. Because the
land is full of bloody crimes and the city is full of
violence, I will bring the worst of the nations to take
possession of their houses; I will put an end to their
proud might, and their holy places shall be profaned.
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When anguish comes, they will seek peace, but there
shall be none. Disaster comes upon disaster, rumor
follows rumor; they seek a vision from the prophet,
but the law perishes from the priest, and counsel from
the elders. The king mourns, the prince is wrapped in
despair, and the hands of the people of the land are
palsied by terror. According to their way I will do to
them, and according to their own judgments I will
judge them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
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For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he
had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by
himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply
you.” And thus Abraham, having patiently endured,
obtained the promise. Men indeed swear by a greater
than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath 1s
final for confirmation. So when God desired to show
more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the
unchangeable character of his purpose, he interposed
with an oath, so that through two unchangeable things,
in which it is impossible that God should prove false,
we who have fled for refuge might have strong
encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We
have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a
hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the
curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our
behalf, having become a high priest for ever after the
order of Melchiz'edek.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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