YEAR 1, ASCENSION DAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel

In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth
day of the month, as I was among the exiles by the
river Che'bar, the heavens were opened, and I saw
visions of God. On the fifth day of the month (it was
the fifth year of the exile of King Jehot'achin), the
word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the priest, the son
of Bu'zi, in the land of the Chalde'ans by the river
Che'bar; and the hand of the LORD was upon him
there. As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of
the north, and a great cloud, with brightness round
about it, and fire flashing forth continually, and in the
midst of the fire, as it were gleaming bronze. And
from the midst of it came the likeness of four living
creatures. And this was their appearance: they had the
form of men, but each had four faces, and each of
them had four wings. Their legs were straight, and the
soles of their feet were like the sole of a calf’s foot;
and they sparkled like burnished bronze. Under their
wings on their four sides they had human hands. And
the four had their faces and their wings thus: their
wings touched one another; they went every one
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straight forward, without turning as they went. As for
the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a man
in front; the four had the face of a lion on the right
side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side,
and the four had the face of an eagle at the back. Such
were their faces. And their wings were spread out
above; each creature had two wings, each of which
touched the wing of another, while two covered their
bodies. And each went straight forward; wherever the
spirit would go, they went, without turning as they
went. In the midst of the living creatures there was
something that looked like burning coals of fire, like
torches moving to and fro among the living creatures;
and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth
lightning. And the living creatures darted to and fro,
like a flash of lightning. And when they went, I heard
the sound of their wings like the sound of many
waters, like the thunder of the Almighty, a sound of
tumult like the sound of a host; when they stood still,
they let down their wings. And there came a voice
from above the firmament over their heads; when they
stood still, they let down their wings. And above the
firmament over their heads there was the likeness of a
throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above
the likeness of a throne was a likeness as it were of a
human form. And upward from what had the
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appearance of his loins I saw as it were gleaming
bronze, like the appearance of fire enclosed round
about; and downward from what had the appearance
of his loins I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and
there was brightness round about him. Like the
appearance of the bow that 1s in the cloud on the day
of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round
about. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the
glory of the LORD.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.

It was not to angels that God subjected the world to
come, of which we are speaking. It has been testified
somewhere, “What 1s man that thou art mindful of
him, or the son of man, that thou carest for him?
Thou didst make him for a little while lower than the
angels, thou hast crowned him with glory and honor,
putting everything in subjection under his feet.” Now
in putting everything in subjection to him, he left
nothing outside his control. As it is, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to him. But we see Jesus, who
for a little while was made lower than the angels,
crowned with glory and honor because of the

YEAR 1, ASCENSION DAY: MORNING PRAYER
PSAIM 8, 47; EZEKIEL 1:1-14, 24-28B; HEBREWS 2:5-18



suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for every one. For 1t was fitting that
he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing
many sons to glory, should make the pioneer of their
salvation perfect through suffering. For he who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all one
origin. That is why he is not ashamed to call them
brethren, saying, “I will proclaim thy name to my
brethren, in the midst of the congregation I will praise
thee.” And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And
again, “Here am I, and the children God has given
me.” Since therefore the children share in flesh and
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same nature,
that through death he might destroy him who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
bondage. For surely it is not with angels that he 1s
concerned but with the descendants of Abraham.
Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in every
respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make
expiation for the sins of the people. For because he
himself has suffered and been tempted, he 1s able to

help those who are tempted.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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