YEAR 1, EASTER 6, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Deuteronomy

Moses summoned all Israel, and said to the people,
“Take heed lest you forget the LORD your God, by not
keeping his commandments and his ordinances and
his statutes, which I command you this day: lest, when
you have eaten and are full, and have built goodly
houses and live in them, and when your herds and
flocks multiply, and your silver and gold 1s multiplied,
and all that you have is multiplied, then your heart be
lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage, who led you through the great and
terrible wilderness, with its fiery serpents and
scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no
water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock,
who fed you in the wilderness with manna which your
fathers did not know, that he might humble you and
test you, to do you good 1in the end. Beware lest you
say 1n your heart, ‘My power and the might of my
hand have gotten me this wealth.” You shall remember
the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power
to get wealth; that he may confirm his covenant which
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he swore to your fathers, as at this day. And if you
forget the LORD your God and go after other gods
and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn
you this day that you shall surely perish. Like the
nations that the LORD makes to perish before you, so
shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice
of the LORD your God.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second L esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of James

Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good
endowment and every perfect gift 1s from above,
coming down from the Father of lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of his
own will he brought us forth by the word of truth that
we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.
Know this, my beloved brethren. Let every man be
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, for the
anger of man does not work the righteousness of
God. Therefore put away all filthiness and rank growth
of wickedness and receive with meekness the
implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But
be doers of the word, and not hearers only, decetving
yourselves. For if any one is a hearer of the word and
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not a doet, he is like a man who observes his natural
face in a mirror; for he observes himself and goes
away and at once forgets what he was like. But he who
looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
perseveres, being no hearer that forgets but a doer that
acts, he shall be blessed in his doing. If any one thinks
he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but
decetves his heart, this man’s religion is vain. Religion
that 1s pure and undefiled before God and the Father
is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

The Reader concludes The Word of the lLord.
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