YEAR 1, EASTER 5, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

Wisdom protected the first-formed father of the
world, when he alone had been created; she delivered
him from his transgression, and gave him strength to
rule all things. But when an unrighteous man departed
from her in his anger, he perished because in rage he
slew his brother. When the earth was flooded because
of him, wisdom again saved it, steering the righteous
man by a paltry piece of wood. When a righteous man
was sold, wisdom did not desert him, but delivered
him from sin. She descended with him into the
dungeon, and when he was in prison she did not leave
him, until she brought him the scepter of a kingdom
and authority over his masters. Those who accused
him she showed to be false, and she gave him
everlasting honor. A holy people and blameless race
wisdom delivered from a nation of oppressors. She
entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, and
withstood dread kings with wonders and signs. She
gave holy men the reward of their labors; she guided
them along a marvelous way, and became a shelter to
them by day, and a starry flame through the night. She
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brought them over the Red Sea, and led them through
deep waters; but she drowned their enemies, and cast
them up from the depth of the sea. Therefore the
righteous plundered the ungodly; they sang hymns, O
Lord, to thy holy name, and praised with one accord
thy defending hand, because wisdom opened the
mouth of the dumb, and made the tongues of babes

speak clearly.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you
may prove what 1s the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I
bid every one among you not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with
sober judgment, each according to the measure of
faith which God has assigned him. For as in one body
we have many members, and all the members do not
have the same function, so we, though many, are one
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body in Christ, and individually members one of
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion
to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches,
in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he
who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with
zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let
love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is
good; love one another with brotherly atfection; outdo
one another in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be
aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice 1n your
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayet.
Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and
do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil,
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.
If possible, so far as it depends upon you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave it to the wrath of God; for it is written,
“Vengeance 1s mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No,
“if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty,
give him drink; for by so doing you will heap burning
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coals upon his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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