
YEAR 1, EASTER 5, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon
O God of  my fathers and Lord of  mercy, who hast 
made all things by thy word, thou hast chosen me to 
be king of  thy people and to be judge over thy sons 
and daughters. Thou hast given command to build a 
temple on thy holy mountain, and an altar in the city 
of  thy habitation, a copy of  the holy tent which thou 
didst prepare from the beginning. With thee is 
wisdom, who knows thy works and was present when 
thou didst make the world, and who understand what 
is pleasing in thy sight and what is right according to 
thy commandments. Send her forth from the holy 
heavens, and from the throne of  thy glory send her, 
that she may be with me and toil, and that I may learn 
what is pleasing to thee. For she knows and 
understands all things, and she will guide me wisely in 
my actions and guard me with her glory. Then my 
works will be acceptable, and I shall judge thy people 
justly, and shall be worthy of  the throne of  my father. 
For what man can learn the counsel of  God? Or who 
can discern what the Lord wills? For the reasoning of  
mortals is worthless, and our designs are likely to fail, 
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for a perishable body weighs down the soul, and this 
earthy tent burdens the thoughtful mind. We can 
hardly guess at what is on earth, and what is at hand 
we find with labor; but who has traced out what is in 
the heavens? Who has learned thy counsel, unless thou
hast given wisdom and sent thy holy Spirit from on 
high? And thus the paths of  those on earth were set 
right, and men were taught what pleases thee, and 
were saved by wisdom.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Colossians.
Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the 
Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh 
with them. Children, obey your parents in everything, 
for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your
children, lest they become discouraged. Slaves, obey in
everything those who are your earthly masters, not 
with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in singleness of  
heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever your task, work 
heartily, as serving the Lord and not men, knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as 
your reward; you are serving the Lord Christ. For the 
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wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has 
done, and there is no partiality. Masters, treat your 
slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a 
Master in heaven. Continue steadfastly in prayer, being
watchful in it with thanksgiving; and pray for us also, 
that God may open to us a door for the word, to 
declare the mystery of  Christ, on account of  which I 
am in prison, that I may make it clear, as I ought to 
speak. Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, 
making the most of  the time. Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how you ought to answer every one. Tych'icus will tell 
you all about my affairs; he is a beloved brother and 
faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. I have 
sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may 
know how we are and that he may encourage your 
hearts, and with him Ones'imus, the faithful and 
beloved brother, who is one of  yourselves. They will 
tell you of  everything that has taken place here. 
Aristar'chus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark 
the cousin of  Barnabas (concerning whom you have 
received instructions—if  he comes to you, receive 
him), and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only
men of  the circumcision among my fellow workers for
the kingdom of  God, and they have been a comfort to
me. Ep'aphras, who is one of  yourselves, a servant of  
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Christ Jesus, greets you, always remembering you 
earnestly in his prayers, that you may stand mature and
fully assured in all the will of  God. For I bear him 
witness that he has worked hard for you and for those 
in La-odice'a and in Hi-erap'olis. Luke the beloved 
physician and Demas greet you. Give my greetings to 
the brethren at La-odice'a, and to Nympha and the 
church in her house. And when this letter has been 
read among you, have it read also in the church of  the 
La-odice'ans; and see that you read also the letter from
La-odice'a. And say to Archip'pus, “See that you fulfil 
the ministry which you have received in the Lord.” I, 
Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember
my fetters. Grace be with you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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