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YEAR 1, EASTER 4, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

laver   LAY-vur 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Exodus 
Moses erected the tabernacle; he laid its bases, and set 
up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its 
pillars; and he spread the tent over the tabernacle, and 
put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. And he took the testimony and 
put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark, and 
set the mercy seat above on the ark; and he brought 
the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the veil of the 
screen, and screened the ark of the testimony; as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. And he put the table in 
the tent of meeting, on the north side of the 
tabernacle, outside the veil, and set the bread in order 
on it before the LORD; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. And he put the lampstand in the tent of 
meeting, opposite the table on the south side of the 
tabernacle, and set up the lamps before the LORD; as 
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the LORD had commanded Moses. And he put the 
golden altar in the tent of meeting before the veil, and 
burnt fragrant incense upon it; as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. And he put in place the screen for 
the door of the tabernacle. And he set the altar of 
burnt offering at the door of the tabernacle of the tent 
of meeting, and offered upon it the burnt offering and 
the cereal offering; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. And he set the laver between the tent of 
meeting and the altar, and put water in it for washing, 
with which Moses and Aaron and his sons washed 
their hands and their feet; when they went into the 
tent of meeting, and when they approached the altar, 
they washed; as the LORD commanded Moses. And he 
erected the court round the tabernacle and the altar, 
and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So 
Moses finished the work. Then the cloud covered the 
tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent 
of meeting, because the cloud abode upon it, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Throughout all 
their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from 
over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would go 
onward; but if the cloud was not taken up, then they 
did not go onward till the day that it was taken up. For 
throughout all their journeys the cloud of the LORD 
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was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by 
night, in the sight of all the house of Israel. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
The disciples of John told John of all these things. 
And John, calling to him two of his disciples, sent 
them to the Lord, saying, “Are you he who is to come, 
or shall we look for another?” And when the men had 
come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us 
to you, saying, ‘Are you he who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?’ ” In that hour he cured many of 
diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many that 
were blind he bestowed sight. And he answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the 
poor have good news preached to them. And blessed 
is he who takes no offense at me.” When the 
messengers of John had gone, he began to speak to 
the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to behold? A reed shaken by the 
wind? What then did you go out to see? A man 
clothed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are 
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gorgeously appareled and live in luxury are in kings’ 
courts. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of 
whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before 
thee.’ I tell you, among those born of women none is 
greater than John; yet he who is least in the kingdom 
of God is greater than he.” (When they heard this all 
the people and the tax collectors justified God, having 
been baptized with the baptism of John; but the 
Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God 
for themselves, not having been baptized by him.) “To 
what then shall I compare the men of this generation, 
and what are they like? They are like children sitting in 
the market place and calling to one another, ‘We piped 
to you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did 
not weep.’ For John the Baptist has come eating no 
bread and drinking no wine; and you say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ The Son of man has come eating and 
drinking; and you say, ‘Behold, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is justified by all her children.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


