YEAR 1, EASTER 4, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

I am mortal, like all men, a descendant of the first-
formed child of earth; and in the womb of a mother I
was molded into flesh, within the period of ten
months, compacted with blood, from the seed of a
man and the pleasure of marriage. And when I was
born, I began to breathe the common air, and fell
upon the kindred earth, and my first sound was a cry,
like that of all. I was nursed with care in swaddling
cloths. For no king has had a different beginning of
existence; there is for all mankind one entrance into
life, and a common departure. Therefore I prayed, and
understanding was given me; I called upon God, and
the spirit of wisdom came to me. I preferred her to
scepters and thrones, and I accounted wealth as
nothing in comparison with her. Neither did I liken to
her any priceless gem, because all gold is but a little
sand in her sight, and silver will be accounted as clay
before her. I loved her more than health and beauty,
and I chose to have her rather than light, because her
radiance never ceases. All good things came to me
along with her, and in her hands uncounted wealth. I
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rejoiced in them all, because wisdom leads them; but I
did not know that she was their mother. I learned
without guile and I impart without grudging; I do not
hide her wealth, for it 1s an unfailing treasure for men;
those who get it obtain friendship with God,

commended for the gifts that come from instruction.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Colossians
Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and
patience, forbearing one another and, if one has a
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the
Lotrd has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And
above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one
another 1n all wisdom, and sing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
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everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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