YEAR 1, EASTER 4, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily
discerned by those who love her, and 1s found by
those who seek her. She hastens to make herself
known to those who desire her. He who rises eatly to
seek her will have no difficulty, for he will find her
sitting at his gates. To fix one’s thought on her is
perfect understanding, and he who is vigilant on her
account will soon be free from care, because she goes
about seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously
appears to them in their paths, and meets them in
every thought. The beginning of wisdom is the most
sincere desire for instruction, and concern for
instruction is love of her, and love of her 1s the
keeping of her laws, and giving heed to her laws is
assurance of immortality, and immortality brings one
near to God; so the desire for wisdom leads to a
kinedom. Therefore if you delight in thrones and
scepters, O monarchs over the peoples, honor
wisdom, that you may reign for ever. I will tell you
what wisdom is and how she came to be, and I will
hide no secrets from you, but I will trace her course
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from the beginning of creation, and make knowledge
of her clear, and I will not pass by the truth; neither
will I travel in the company of sickly envy, for envy
does not associate with wisdom.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Colossians
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ 1s, seated at the right hand
of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not
on things that are on earth. For you have died, and
your life 1s hid with Christ in God. When Christ who
is our life appears, then you also will appear with him
in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which 1s idolatry. On account of these
the wrath of God 1s coming. In these you once
walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from
your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you
have put off the old nature with its practices and have
put on the new nature, which is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there
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cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scyth'ian, slave, free man,
but Christ 1s all, and in all.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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