YEAR 1, EASTER 4, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

The righteous man who had died will condemn the
ungodly who are living, and youth that is quickly
perfected will condemn the prolonged old age of the
unrighteous man. For they will see the end of the wise
man, and will not understand what the Lord purposed
for him, and for what he kept him safe. They will see,
and will have contempt for him, but the Lord will
laugh them to scorn. After this they will become
dishonored corpses, and an outrage among the dead
for ever; because he will dash them speechless to the
ground, and shake them from the foundations; they
will be left utterly dry and barren, and they will suffer
anguish, and the memory of them will perish. They
will come with dread when their sins are reckoned up,
and their lawless deeds will convict them to their face.
Then the righteous man will stand with great
confidence in the presence of those who have afflicted
him, and those who make light of his labors. When
they see him, they will be shaken with dreadful fear,
and they will be amazed at his unexpected salvation.
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They will speak to one another in repentance, and in
anguish of spirit they will groan, and say, “This is the
man whom we once held in derision and made a
byword of reproach—we fools! We thought that his
life was madness and that his end was without honor.
Why has he been numbered among the sons of God?
And why is his lot among the saints? So it was we who
strayed from the way of truth, and the light of
rigchteousness did not shine on us, and the sun did not
rise upon us. We took our fill of the paths of
lawlessness and destruction, and we journeyed through
trackless deserts, but the way of the Lord we have not
known. What has our arrogance profited us? And

what good has our boasted wealth brought us?
The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Colossians
I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my
flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s atflictions
for the sake of his body, that 1s, the church, of which I
became a minister according to the divine office which
was given to me for you, to make the word of God
fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and
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generations but now made manifest to his saints. To
them God chose to make known how great among the
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which 1s Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we
proclaim, warning every man and teaching every man
in all wisdom, that we may present every man mature
in Christ. For this I toil, striving with all the energy
which he mightily inspires within me. For I want you
to know how greatly I strive for you, and for those at
La-odice'a, and for all who have not seen my face, that
their hearts may be encouraged as they are knit
together in love, to have all the riches of assured
understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery,
of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge. I say this in order that no one may
delude you with beguiling speech. For though I am
absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to
see your good order and the firmness of your faith in
Christ. As therefore you received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so live in him, rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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