YEAR 1, EASTER 4, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,
and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of
the foolish they seemed to have died, and their
departure was thought to be an affliction, and their
going from us to be their destruction; but they are at
peace. For though in the sight of men they were
punished, their hope is full of immortality. Having
been disciplined a little, they will recetve great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of
himself; like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like
a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them. In the
time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will
run like sparks through the stubble. They will govern
nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign
over them for ever. Those who trust in him will
understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him
in love, because grace and mercy are upon his elect,
and he watches over his holy ones.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Colossians
He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of
all creation; for in him all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him. He is
betfore all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in
everything he might be pre-eminent. For in him all the
fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him
to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or
in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
And you, who once were estranged and hostile in
mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his
body of flesh by his death, in order to present you
holy and blameless and irreproachable before him,
provided that you continue in the faith, stable and
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel
which you heard, which has been preached to every
creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a
minister.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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