
YEAR 1, EASTER 3, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Daniel
It pleased Dari'us to set over the kingdom a hundred 
and twenty sa'traps, to be throughout the whole 
kingdom; and over them three presidents, of  whom 
Daniel was one, to whom these sa'traps should give 
account, so that the king might suffer no loss. Then 
this Daniel became distinguished above all the other 
presidents and sa'traps, because an excellent spirit was 
in him; and the king planned to set him over the whole
kingdom. Then the presidents and the sa'traps sought 
to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with 
regard to the kingdom; but they could find no ground 
for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and
no error or fault was found in him. Then these men 
said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint 
against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with
the law of  his God.” Then these presidents and 
sa'traps came by agreement to the king and said to 
him, “O King Dari'us, live for ever! All the presidents 
of  the kingdom, the prefects and the sa'traps, the 
counselors and the governors are agreed that the king 
should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict,
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that whoever makes petition to any god or man for 
thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the
den of  lions. Now, O king, establish the interdict and 
sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, 
according to the law of  the Medes and the Persians, 
which cannot be revoked.” Therefore King Dari'us 
signed the document and interdict. When Daniel knew
that the document had been signed, he went to his 
house where he had windows in his upper chamber 
open toward Jerusalem; and he got down upon his 
knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks 
before his God, as he had done previously. Then these
men came by agreement and found Daniel making 
petition and supplication before his God. Then they 
came near and said before the king, concerning the 
interdict, “O king! Did you not sign an interdict, that 
any man who makes petition to any god or man within
thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the 
den of  lions?” The king answered, “The thing stands 
fast, according to the law of  the Medes and Persians, 
which cannot be revoked.” Then they answered before
the king, “That Daniel, who is one of  the exiles from 
Judah, pays no heed to you, O king, or the interdict 
you have signed, but makes his petition three times a 
day.” Then the king, when he heard these words, was 
much distressed, and set his mind to deliver Daniel; 
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and he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 
Then these men came by agreement to the king, and 
said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of  the 
Medes and Persians that no interdict or ordinance 
which the king establishes can be changed.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Letter of  John
The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I 
love in the truth, and not only I but also all who know 
the truth, because of  the truth which abides in us and 
will be with us for ever: Grace, mercy, and peace will 
be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ
the Father’s Son, in truth and love. I rejoiced greatly to
find some of  your children following the truth, just as 
we have been commanded by the Father. And now I 
beg you, lady, not as though I were writing you a new 
commandment, but the one we have had from the 
beginning, that we love one another. And this is love, 
that we follow his commandments; this is the 
commandment, as you have heard from the beginning,
that you follow love. For many deceivers have gone 
out into the world, men who will not acknowledge the 
coming of  Jesus Christ in the flesh; such a one is the 
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deceiver and the antichrist. Look to yourselves, that 
you may not lose what you have worked for, but may 
win a full reward. Any one who goes ahead and does 
not abide in the doctrine of  Christ does not have God;
he who abides in the doctrine has both the Father and 
the Son. If  any one comes to you and does not bring 
this doctrine, do not receive him into the house or give
him any greeting; for he who greets him shares his 
wicked work. Though I have much to write to you, I 
would rather not use paper and ink, but I hope to 
come to see you and talk with you face to face, so that 
our joy may be complete. The children of  your elect 
sister greet you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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