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YEAR 1, EASTER 2, SUNDAY:  
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Pi-ha-hi'roth   pigh-huh-HIGH-rahth 
Ba'al-ze'phon  BAY-uhl-ZEE-fahn 

 
 
The Reader begins 
A Reading from Exodus 
When the king of Egypt was told that the people had 
fled, the mind of Pharaoh and his servants was 
changed toward the people, and they said, “What is 
this we have done, that we have let Israel go from 
serving us?” So he made ready his chariot and took his 
army with him, and took six hundred picked chariots 
and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over 
all of them. And the LORD hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued the people of 
Israel as they went forth defiantly. The Egyptians 
pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and 
his horsemen and his army, and overtook them 
encamped at the sea, by Pi-ha-hi'roth, in front of  
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Ba'al-ze'phon. When Pharaoh drew near, the people of 
Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians 
were marching after them; and they were in great fear. 
And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD; and 
they said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves 
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? What have you done to us, in bringing us 
out of Egypt? Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, 
‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it 
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness.” And Moses said to the 
people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of 
the LORD, which he will work for you today; for the 
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see 
again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only 
to be still.” The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry 
to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up 
your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and 
divide it, that the people of Israel may go on dry 
ground through the sea. And I will harden the hearts 
of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, 
and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his 
chariots, and his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory 
over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” Then 
the angel of God who went before the host of Israel 
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moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud 
moved from before them and stood behind them, 
coming between the host of Egypt and the host of 
Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness; and 
the night passed without one coming near the other all 
night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; 
and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and made the sea dry land, and the 
waters were divided. And the people of Israel went 
into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters 
being a wall to them on their right hand and on their 
left. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
Jesus said to the disciples, “Let not your hearts be 
troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. And you know the way where I 
am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going; how can we know the 
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way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. If 
you had known me, you would have known my Father 
also; henceforth you know him and have seen him.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples 
by the Sea of Tiber'i-us; and he revealed himself in this 
way. Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,  
Nathan'a-el of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zeb'edee, 
and two others of his disciples were together. Simon 
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to 
him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got 
into the boat; but that night they caught nothing. Just 
as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the 
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
them, “Children, have you any fish?” They answered 
him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net on the right 
side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast 
it, and now they were not able to haul it in, for the 
quantity of fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he put on his clothes, for he was 
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stripped for work, and sprang into the sea. But the 
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full 
of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about 
a hundred yards off. When they got out on land, they 
saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying on it, and 
bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that 
you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard 
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred 
and fifty-three of them; and although there were so 
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come 
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared 
ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, 
and so with the fish. This was now the third time that 
Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised 
from the dead. 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 
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