YEAR 1, EASTER 2, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes,
who are deaf, yet have ears! Let all the nations gather
together, and let the peoples assemble. Who among
them can declare this, and show us the former things?
Let them bring their witnesses to justify them, and let
them hear and say, It is true. “You are my witnesses,”
says the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen,
that you may know and believe me and understand
that I am He. Before me no god was formed, nor shall
there be any after me. I, I am the LORD, and besides
me there 1s no savior. I declared and saved and
proclaimed, when there was no strange god among
you; and you are my witnesses,” says the LORD. “I am
God, and also henceforth I am He; there is none who
can deliver from my hand; I work and who can hinder
it?”

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter

Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk,
that by 1t you may grow up to salvation; for you have
tasted the kindness of the Lord. Come to him, to that
living stone, rejected by men but in God’s sight chosen
and precious; and like living stones be yourselves built
into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. For it stands in scripture: “Behold, I am laying
in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and he who believes in him will not be put to shame.”
To you therefore who believe, he is precious, but for
those who do not believe, “The very stone which the
builders rejected has become the head of the corner,”
and “A stone that will make men stumble, a rock that
will make them fall”’; for they stumble because they
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful
deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were no people but now
you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy but now you have recetved mercy.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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