YEAR 1, THURSDAY IN EASTER WEEK:
EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

A'bib AY-bib
Am'orites AM-uh-rights
Hi'vites HIGH-vights
Jeb'usites JEB-yuu-sights

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

The LORD said to Moses, “Consecrate to me all the
first-born; whatever 1s the first to open the womb
among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast,
is mine.” And Moses said to the people, “Remember
this day, in which you came out from Egypt, out of
the house of bondage, for by strength of hand the
LORD brought you out from this place; no leavened
bread shall be eaten. This day you are to go forth, in
the month of A'bib. And when the LORD brings you
into the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
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Am'orites, the Hi'vites, and the Jeb'usites, which he
swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with
milk and honey, you shall keep this service in this
month. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and
on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD.
Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days; no
leavened bread shall be seen with you, and no leaven
shall be seen with you in all your territory. And you
shall tell your son on that day, ‘It 1s because of what
the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.” And
it shall be to you as a sign on your hand and as a
memorial between your eyes, that the law of the LORD
may be in your mouth; for with a strong hand the
LORD has brought you out of Egypt. You shall
therefore keep this ordinance at its appointed time
from year to year.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
At the supper before the passover, Jesus said to his
disciples, “T'his 1s my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no
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man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command
you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant
does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my
Father I have made known to you. You did not
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. This I command you, to
love one another. If the world hates you, know that it
has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the
world, the world would love its own; but because you
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you. Remember the word
that I said to you, ‘A servant 1s not greater than his
master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you;
if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But all
this they will do to you on my account, because they
do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and
spoken to them, they would not have sin; but now
they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates me
hates my Father also. If I had not done among them
the works which no one else did, they would not have
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sin; but now they have seen and hated both me and
my Father. It is to fulfil the word that 1s written in
their law, “They hated me without a cause.” But when
the Counselor comes, whom I shall send to you from
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, who proceeds
from the Father, he will bear witness to me; and you
also are witnesses, because you have been with me
from the beginning.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

YEAR 1, THURSDAY IN EASTER WEEK: EVENING PRAYER
EXODUS 13:1-10%; JOHN 15:12-27

WE INCLUDE EXODUS 13:1—2 TO HEAR THE INSTRUCTION FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE FIRST-BORN
TO THE LLORD.



