YEAR 1, CHRISTMAS 2: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus

Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and
whoever glorifies his mother 1s like one who lays up
treasure. Whoever honors his father will be gladdened
by his own children, and when he prays he will be
heard. Whoever glorifies his father will have long life,
and whoever obeys the Lord will refresh his mother;
he will serve his parents as his masters. Honor your
father by word and deed, that a blessing from him may
come upon you. For a father’s blessing strengthens the
houses of the children, but a mother’s curse uproots
their foundations. For kindness to a father will not be
forgotten, and against your sins it will be credited to
you; in the day of your affliction it will be remembered
in your favor; as frost in fair weather, your sins will
melt away. Whoever forsakes his father 1s like a
blasphemer, and whoever angers his mother 1s cursed
by the Lord. My son, perform your tasks in meekness;

then you will be loved by those whom God accepts.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Letter of John

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins
are forgiven for his sake. I am writing to you, fathers,
because you know him who 1s from the beginning. I
am writing to you, young men, because you have
overcome the evil one. I write to you, children,
because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers,
because you know him who 1s from the beginning. I
write to you, young men, because you are strong, and
the word of God abides in you, and you have
overcome the evil one. Do not love the world or the
things in the world. If any one loves the world, love
for the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world.
And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he
who does the will of God abides for ever.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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