YEAR 1, CHRISTMAS 1, SUNDAY: MORNING
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen;
all the day and all the night they shall never be silent.
You who put the LORD in remembrance, take no rest,
and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and
makes it a praise in the earth. Go through, go through
the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up,
build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an
ensign over the peoples. Behold, the LORD has
proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to the
daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes;
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense
before him.” And they shall be called The holy people,
The redeemed of the LORD; and you shall be called
Sought out, a city not forsaken.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
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It was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should
make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through
suffering. For he who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified have all one origin. That i1s why he 1s not
ashamed to call them brethren, saying, “I will proclaim
thy name to my brethren, in the midst of the
congregation I will praise thee.” And again, “I will put
my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I, and the
children God has given me.” Since therefore the
children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise
partook of the same nature, that through death he
might destroy him who has the power of death, that 1s,
the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of
death were subject to lifelong bondage. For surely it is
not with angels that he is concerned but with the
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to be
made like his brethren in every respect, so that he
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make expiation for the sins of the
people. For because he himself has suffered and been

tempted, he 1s able to help those who are tempted.
The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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