YEAR 1, JANUARY 8: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Truth 1s lacking, and he who departs from evil makes
himself a prey. The LORD saw it, and it displeased him
that there was no justice. He saw that there was no
man, and wondered that there was no one to
intervene; then his own arm brought him victory, and
his righteousness upheld him. He put on righteousness
as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation upon his
head; he put on garments of vengeance for clothing,
and wrapped himself in fury as a mantle. According to
their deeds, so will he repay, wrath to his adversaries,
requital to his enemies; to the coastlands he will render
requital. So they shall fear the name of the LORD from
the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun; for
he will come like a rushing stream, which the wind of
the LORD drives. “And he will come to Zion as
Redeemer, to those in Jacob who turn from
transgression, says the LORD. And as for me, this is my
covenant with them, says the LORD: my spirit which is
upon you, and my words which I have put in your
mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of
the mouth of your children, or out of the mouth of
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your children’s children, says the LORD, from this time
forth and for evermore.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
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A Reading from the Revelation to John
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One like a son of man said to me: “And to the angel
of the church in Smyrna write: “The words of the first
and the last, who died and came to life. I know your
tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are
not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what
you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be
faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of
life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. He who conquers shall not be
hurt by the second death.” And to the angel of the
church in Per'gamum write: “The words of him who
has the sharp two-edged sword. I know where you
dwell, where Satan’s throne is; you hold fast my name
and you did not deny my faith even in the days of
An'tipas my witness, my faithful one, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells. But I have a few
things against you: you have some there who hold the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, that they
might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice
immorality. So you also have some who hold the
teaching of the Nicola'itans. Repent then. If not, I will
come to you soon and war against them with the
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sword of my mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I
will give him a white stone, with a new name written
on the stone which no one knows except him who

b

recetves it.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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