YEAR 1, JANUARY 4: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

/ar'ethan /.AIR-uh-than
Ar'abah AIR-uh-buh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Joshua

So, when the people of Israel set out from their tents,
to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark
of the covenant before the people, and when those
who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet
of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink
of the water (the Jordan overflows all its banks
throughout the time of harvest), the waters coming
down from above stood and rose up in a heap far off,
at Adam, the city that is beside Zar'ethan, and those
flowing down toward the sea of the Ar'abah, the Salt
Sea, were wholly cut off; and the people passed over
opposite Jericho. And while all Israel were passing
over on dry ground, the priests who bore the ark of
the covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground 1n the
midst of the Jordan, until all the nation finished
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passing over the Jordan. When all the nation had
finished passing over the Jordan, the LORD said to
Joshua, “T'ake twelve men from the people, from each
tribe a man, and command them, “Take twelve stones
from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the
very place where the priests’ feet stood, and carry
them over with you, and lay them down in the place
where you lodge tonight.” ” Then Joshua called the
twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had
appointed, a man from each tribe; and Joshua said to
them, “Pass on before the ark of the LORD your God
into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a
stone upon his shoulder, according to the number of
the tribes of the people of Israel, that this may be a
sign among you, when your children ask in time to
come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?” Then you
shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut
off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when
it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan
were cut off. So these stones shall be to the people of
Israel a memorial for ever.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. If
you had known me, you would have known my Father
also; henceforth you know him and have seen him.”
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we
shall be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip?
He who has seen me has seen the Father; how can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I
am in the Father and the Father in me? The words that
I say to you I do not speak on my own authority; but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe
me that I am in the Father and the Father in me; or
else believe me for the sake of the works themselves.
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will
also do the works that I do; and greater works than
these will he do, because I go to the Father. Whatever
you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my
name, I will do 1t.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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