
YEAR 1, JANUARY 4: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
Moses was keeping the flock of  his father-in-law, 
Jethro, the priest of  Mid'ian; and he led his flock to 
the west side of  the wilderness, and came to Horeb, 
the mountain of  God. And the angel of  the LORD 
appeared to him in a flame of  fire out of  the midst of  
a bush; and he looked, and lo, the bush was burning, 
yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn 
aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burnt.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called to him out of  the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here am I.” Then he said, “Do 
not come near; put off  your shoes from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 
And he said, “I am the God of  your father, the God 
of  Abraham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of  
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. Then the LORD said, “I have seen the 
affliction of  my people who are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry because of  their taskmasters; I know 
their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them
out of  the hand of  the Egyptians, and to bring them 
YEAR 1, JANUARY 4: MORNING PRAYER

EXODUS 3:1-12; HEBREWS 11:23-31



up out of  that land to a good and broad land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of  the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Per'izzites, 
the Hi'vites, and the Jeb'usites. And now, behold, the 
cry of  the people of  Israel has come to me, and I have
seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress
them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 
bring forth my people, the sons of  Israel, out of  
Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh, and bring the sons of  Israel out
of  Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you; and this 
shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when 
you have brought forth the people out of  Egypt, you 
shall serve God upon this mountain.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid for three 
months by his parents, because they saw that the child 
was beautiful; and they were not afraid of  the king’s 
edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused 
to be called the son of  Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing 
rather to share ill-treatment with the people of  God 
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of  sin. He 
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considered abuse suffered for the Christ greater wealth
than the treasures of  Egypt, for he looked to the 
reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of  the 
anger of  the king; for he endured as seeing him who is
invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled 
the blood, so that the Destroyer of  the first-born 
might not touch them. By faith the people crossed the 
Red Sea as if  on dry land; but the Egyptians, when 
they attempted to do the same, were drowned. By faith
the walls of  Jericho fell down after they had been 
encircled for seven days. By faith Ra'hab the harlot did
not perish with those who were disobedient, because 
she had given friendly welcome to the spies.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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