
YEAR 1, JANUARY 1, THE HOLY NAME:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD 
appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I 
will make my covenant between me and you, and will 
multiply you exceedingly.” Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is 
with you, and you shall be the father of  a multitude of
nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 
father of  a multitude of  nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of  you, 
and kings shall come forth from you. And I will 
establish my covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations for
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
descendants after you. And I will give to you, and to 
your descendants after you, the land of  your 
sojournings, all the land of  Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession; and I will be their God.” And God said to 
Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, 
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you and your descendants after you throughout their 
generations. This is my covenant, which you shall 
keep, between me and you and your descendants after 
you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You 
shall be circumcised in the flesh of  your foreskins, and
it shall be a sign of  the covenant between me and you. 
He that is eight days old among you shall be 
circumcised. And God said to Abraham, “As for Sar'ai 
your wife, you shall not call her name Sar'ai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her; I will bless her, and she shall be 
a mother of  nations; kings of  peoples shall come from
her.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Colossians
As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so live
in him, rooted and built up in him and established in 
the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving. See to it that no one makes a prey of  you
by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of  the 
universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the 
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whole fulness of  deity dwells bodily, and you have 
come to fulness of  life in him, who is the head of  all 
rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised 
with a circumcision made without hands, by putting 
off  the body of  flesh in the circumcision of  Christ; 
and you were buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through faith in the 
working of  God, who raised him from the dead.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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