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YEAR C, EASTER 3, SATURDAY: MASS 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Caesare'a  ses-uh-REE-uh 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
At Caesare'a there was a man named Cornelius, a 
centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, a 
devout man who feared God with all his household, 
gave alms liberally to the people, and prayed 
constantly to God. About the ninth hour of the day he 
saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and 
saying to him, “Cornelius.” And he stared at him in 
terror, and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to 
him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a 
memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, 
and bring one Simon who is called Peter. When Peter 
arrived, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet 
and worshiped him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, 
“Stand up; I too am a man.” And as he talked with 
him, he went in and found many persons gathered; 
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and he said to them, “You yourselves know how 
unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit any 
one of another nation; but God has shown me that I 
should not call any man common or unclean. So when 
I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then 
why you sent for me.” And Cornelius said, “Four days 
ago, about this hour, I was keeping the ninth hour of 
prayer in my house; and behold, a man stood before 
me in bright apparel, saying, ‘Cornelius, your prayer 
has been heard and your alms have been remembered 
before God.’ And Peter opened his mouth and said: 
“Truly I perceive that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation any one who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him.” While Peter was still saying 
this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 
And the believers from among the circumcised who 
came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 
For they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter declared, “Can any one forbid water 
for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
asked him to remain for some days. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 116:10–17 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 116, verses 10 through 
17, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
759. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
10  How shall I repay the LORD * 
    for all the good things he has done for me? 
 
11  I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
    and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
 
12  I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
    in the presence of all his people. 
 
13  Precious in the sight of the LORD * 
    is the death of his servants. 
 
14  O LORD, I am your servant; * 

  I am your servant and the child of your  
   handmaid;  
  you have freed me from my bonds. 
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15  I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
    and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
 
16  I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
    in the presence of all his people, 
 
17  In the courts of the LORD’S house, * 
    in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
    Hallelujah! 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of  

no avail; * 
  the words that I have spoken to you are  

spirit and life. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to John. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Many of his disciples, when they heard Jesus say that 
his flesh is food indeed, and his blood is drink indeed, 
said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” But 
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmured 
at it, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? Then 
what if you were to see the Son of man ascending 
where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life, the 
flesh is of no avail; the words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. But there are some of you that 
do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who 
those were that did not believe, and who it was that 
would betray him. And he said, “This is why I told you 
that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by 
the Father.” After this many of his disciples drew back 
and no longer went about with him. Jesus said to the 
twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and 
have come to know, that you are the Holy One of 
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God.” Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, 
the twelve, and one of you is a devil?” He spoke of 
Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the 
twelve, was to betray him. 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


