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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Letter of John 
I am writing to you, little children, because your sins 
are forgiven for his sake. I am writing to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. I 
am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, 
because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. I 
write to you, young men, because you are strong, and 
the word of God abides in you, and you have 
overcome the evil one. Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If any one loves the world, love 
for the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the 
world. And the world passes away, and the lust of it; 
but he who does the will of God abides for ever. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Please turn the page to lead the appointed psalm.
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Psalm 96:7–10 
At Said Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 96, verses 7 through 
10, found in the red Prayer Book on page 726. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says   
Please join me in reading Psalm 96 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
7  Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
    ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
  
8  Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
    bring offerings and come into his courts. 
  
9  Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 
    let the whole earth tremble before him. 
  
10  Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is  

King! * 
  he has made the world so firm that it cannot be  

moved; 
  he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

 
 



DECEMBER 30: MASS 
1 JOHN 2:12–17; PSALM 96:7–10; LUKE 2:36–40 

The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  The Word became flesh and dwelt among  

us, * 
  full of grace and truth. 

People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phan'u-el, of the tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years from her 
virginity, and as a widow till she was eighty-four. She 
did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at 
that very hour she gave thanks to God, and spoke of 
the child to all who were looking for the redemption 
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of Jerusalem. And when they had performed 
everything according to the law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And 
the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him. 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


