OCTOBER 28,
SAINT SIMON AND SAINT JUDE, APOSTLES:
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

She'ol SHEE-ol

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

“Whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he
explain the message? Those who are weaned from the
milk, those taken from the breast? For it 1s precept
upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line,
line upon line, here a little, there a little.” Nay, but by
men of strange lips and with an alien tongue the LORD
will speak to this people, to whom he has said, “T'his is
rest; give rest to the weary; and this is repose”; yet they
would not hear. Therefore the word of the LORD will
be to them precept upon precept, precept upon
precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little,
there a little; that they may go, and fall backward, and
be broken, and snared, and taken. Therefore hear the
word of the LORD, you scoffers, who rule this people
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in Jerusalem! Because you have said, “We have made a
covenant with death, and with She'ol we have an
agreement; when the overwhelming scourge passes
through it will not come to us; for we have made lies
our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”;
therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am
laying in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tested stone,
a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: ‘He who
believes will not be in haste.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a
life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with patience,
forbearing one another in love, eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is
above all and through all and in all. But grace was
given to each of us according to the measure of

Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, “When he ascended
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on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to
men.” (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean
but that he had also descended into the lower parts of
the earth? He who descended is he who also ascended
far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)
And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ; so that we may no
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men,
by their craftiness in deceitful wiles. Rather, speaking
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and knit together by every joint
with which it is supplied, when each part 1s working
propetrly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in

love.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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