SEPTEMBER 21,
SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST:
EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Abad'don uh-BAD-uhn

The First 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Job

Job took up his discourse and said: “Where shall
wisdom be found? And where is the place of
understanding? Man does not know the way to it, and
it 1s not found in the land of the living. The deep says,
‘It is not in me,” and the sea says, ‘It is not with me.” It
cannot be gotten for gold, and silver cannot be
weighed as its price. It cannot be valued in the gold of
O'phir, in precious onyx or sapphire. Gold and glass
cannot equal it, nor can it be exchanged for jewels of
fine gold. No mention shall be made of coral or of
crystal; the price of wisdom is above peatls. The topaz
of Ethiopia cannot compare with 1t, nor can it be
valued in pure gold. Whence then comes wisdom?
And where 1s the place of understanding? It 1s hid
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from the eyes of all living, and concealed from the
birds of the air. Abad'don and Death say, ‘We have
heard a rumor of it with our ears.” God understands
the way to 1t, and he knows its place. For he looks to
the ends of the earth, and sees everything under the
heavens. When he gave to the wind its weight, and
meted out the waters by measure; when he made a
decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the
thunder; then he saw it and declared it; he established
it, and searched it out. And he said to man, ‘Behold,
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart
from evil is understanding.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus answered his disciples, ““The kingdom of heaven
1s like treasure hidden 1n a field, which a man found
and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all
that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who,
on finding one peatl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought 1t. Again, the kingdom of
heaven 1s like a net which was thrown into the sea and
gathered fish of every kind; when it was full, men drew
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it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into
vessels but threw away the bad. So it will be at the
close of the age. The angels will come out and separate
the evil from the righteous, and throw them into the
furnace of fire; there men will weep and gnash their
teeth. Have you understood all this?”” They said to
him, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven 1s like a householder who brings out of his
treasure what 1s new and what is old.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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