SEPTEMBER 8,
THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY:
MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will
but by the will of him who subjected it in hope;
because the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the
children of God. We know that the whole creation has
been groaning in travail together until now; and not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in
this hope we were saved. Now hope that 1s seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do
not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit
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himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for
words. And he who searches the hearts of men knows
what 1s the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
We know that in everything God works for good with
those who love him, who are called according to his
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son,
in order that he might be the first-born among many
brethren. And those whom he predestined he also
called; and those whom he called he also justified; and
those whom he justified he also glorified.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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Psalm 113
At Said Mass the Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 113, found in the red
Prayer Book on page 756.

(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

At Sung Mass the Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 113 as found in the
service bulletin.

1  Hallelujah!

Give praise, you servants of the LORD; *
praise the Name of the LORD.

2 Let the Name of the LORD be blessed, *
from this time forth for evermore.

3 From the rising of the sun to its going down *
let the Name of the LORD be praised.

4 The LORD is high above all nations, *
and his glory above the heavens.
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5 Who is like the LORD our God, who sits
enthroned on high, *

but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

6  He takes up the weak out of the dust *
and lifts up the poor from the ashes.

7 He sets them with the princes, *
with the princes of his people.

8 He makes the woman of a childless house *
to be a joyful mother of children.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.

People Alleluia.
Reader Blessed are you, O Mary, among
women; *
and blessed is the fruit of your womb!
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from
God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And
he came to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the
Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and considered in her mind what sort of
greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will concetve in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” And Mary said to the angel, ‘How shall this be,
since I have no husband?” And the angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
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child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
with her who was called barren. For with God nothing
will be impossible.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.”

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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