
AUGUST 14, EVE OF SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
These are the words which the LORD spoke 
concerning Israel and Judah: “At that time, says the 
LORD, I will be the God of  all the families of  Israel, 
and they shall be my people.” Thus says the LORD: 
“The people who survived the sword found grace in 
the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, the LORD 
appeared to him from afar. I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; therefore I have continued my 
faithfulness to you. Again I will build you, and you 
shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall adorn 
yourself  with timbrels, and shall go forth in the dance 
of  the merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards 
upon the mountains of  Sama'ria; the planters shall 
plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be a day 
when watchmen will call in the hill country of  
E'phraim: ‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the 
LORD our God.’” For thus says the LORD: “Sing aloud
with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief  
of  the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘The 
LORD has saved his people, the remnant of  Israel.’ 
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Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and 
gather them from the farthest parts of  the earth, 
among them the blind and the lame, the woman with 
child and her who is in travail, together; a great 
company, they shall return here. With weeping they 
shall come, and with consolations I will lead them 
back, I will make them walk by brooks of  water, in a 
straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I am 
a father to Israel, and E'phraim is my first-born. Hear 
the word of  the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the 
coastlands afar off; say, ‘He who scattered Israel will 
gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his 
flock.’ For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has 
redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They 
shall come and sing aloud on the height of  Zion, and 
they shall be radiant over the goodness of  the LORD, 
over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the 
young of  the flock and the herd; their life shall be like 
a watered garden, and they shall languish no more. 
Then shall the maidens rejoice in the dance, and the 
young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their 
mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them 
gladness for sorrow. I will feast the soul of  the priests 
with abundance, and my people shall be satisfied with 
my goodness, says the LORD.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus they took his 
garments and made four parts, one for each soldier; 
also his tunic. But the tunic was without seam, woven 
from top to bottom; so they said to one another, “Let 
us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall 
be.” This was to fulfil the scripture, “They parted my 
garments among them, and for my clothing they cast 
lots.” So the soldiers did this. But standing by the cross
of  Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of  Clopas, and Mary Mag'dalene. When Jesus 
saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved 
standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold,
your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to 
his own home.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

AUGUST 14; EVE OF SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN: EVENING PRAYER

PSALM 45; JEREMIAH 31:1-14; JOHN 19:23-27


	August 14, Eve of Saint Mary The Virgin: Evening Prayer
	A Reading from the Gospel according to John

