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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
And it shall be said, “Build up, build up, prepare the 
way, remove every obstruction from my people's 
way.” For thus says the high and lofty One who 
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the 
high and holy place, and also with him who is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite. For I 
will not contend for ever, nor will I always be angry; 
for from me proceeds the spirit, and I have made the 
breath of life. Because of the iniquity of his 
covetousness I was angry, I smote him, I hid my face 
and was angry; but he went on backsliding in the way 
of his own heart. I have seen his ways, but I will heal 
him; I will lead him and requite him with comfort, 
creating for his mourners the fruit of the lips. Peace, 
peace, to the far and to the near, says the LORD; and 
I will heal him.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
Please turn the page and lead the appointed Psalm. 
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Psalm 103: 13–22 
At Said Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 103, verses 13 through 
22, found in the red Prayer Book on page 734. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 103 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
13  As a father cares for his children, * 
         so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 
  
14  For he himself knows whereof we are made; * 
    he remembers that we are but dust. 
  
15  Our days are like the grass; * 
    we flourish like a flower of the field; 
  
16  When the wind goes over it, it is gone, * 
    and its place shall know it no more. 
  
17  But the merciful goodness of the LORD endures  
       for ever on those who fear him, * 
    and his righteousness on children’s children; 
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18  On those who keep his covenant * 
         and remember his commandments and do them. 
  
19  The LORD has set his throne in heaven, * 
    and his kingship has dominion over all. 
  
20  Bless the LORD, you angels of his, 
       you mighty ones who do his bidding, * 
    and hearken to the voice of his word. 
  
21  Bless the LORD, all you his hosts, * 
    you ministers of his who do his will. 
  
22  Bless the LORD, all you works of his, 
       in all places of his dominion; * 
    bless the LORD, O my soul. 
 
 
Please turn the page and lead the Gospel Acclamation. 
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Blessed are the pure in heart, * 
                      for they shall see God. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve 
disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach 
in their cities. Now when John heard in prison about 
the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
and said to him, “Are you he who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive 
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor 
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have good news preached to them. And blessed is he 
who takes no offense at me.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


