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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
Working together with him, then, we entreat you not 
to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, “At 
the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped 
you on the day of salvation.” Behold, now is the 
acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
We put no obstacle in any one’s way, so that no fault 
may be found with our ministry, but as servants of 
God we commend ourselves in every way: through 
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, 
hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, 
the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for 
the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, 
in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well 
known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and 
yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as 
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poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 23 
At Said Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 23 found in the red 
Prayer Book beginning on page 612. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 23 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
1   The LORD is my shepherd; * 
    I shall not be in want. 
 
2   He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
    and leads me beside still waters. 
 
3   He revives my soul * 

  and guides me along right pathways for his  
Name’s sake. 
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4   Though I walk through the valley of the shadow  
of death, 

  I shall fear no evil; * 
      for you are with me; 
      your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
5   You spread a table before me in the presence of  

those who trouble me; * 
    you have anointed my head with oil, 
    and my cup is running over. 
 
6   Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me  

all the days of my life, * 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for  

ever. 
 
 
In Lent:  
There is no verse before the Gospel. The Reader returns to his or 
her seat. 
 
 
Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon. Therefore I tell you, do not 
be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what 
you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall 
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they? And which of you by being anxious 
can add one cubit to his span of life? And why are you 
anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men of 
little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What 
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shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 
we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these things; and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and 
all these things shall be yours as well.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


