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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
We had courage in our God to declare to you the 
gospel of God in the face of great opposition. For our 
appeal does not spring from error or uncleanness, nor 
is it made with guile; but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so 
we speak, not to please men, but to please God who 
tests our hearts. For we never used either words of 
flattery, as you know, or a cloak for greed, as God is 
witness; nor did we seek glory from men, whether 
from you or from others, though we might have made 
demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle 
among you, like a nurse taking care of her children. So, 
being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to 
share with you not only the gospel of God but also 
our own selves, because you had become very dear to 
us. For you remember our labor and toil, brethren; we 
worked night and day, that we might not burden any 
of you, while we preached to you the gospel of God. 
You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and 
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righteous and blameless was our behavior to you 
believers; for you know how, like a father with his 
children, we exhorted each one of you and encouraged 
you and charged you to lead a life worthy of God, who 
calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 16: 5–11 
At Said Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 16, verses 5 through 
11, found in the red Prayer Book on page 600. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 16 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
5   O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 
    it is you who uphold my lot. 
 
6   My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
    indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
 
7   I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 
    my heart teaches me, night after night. 
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8   I have set the LORD always before me; * 
    because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
 
9   My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit  

rejoices; * 
    my body also shall rest in hope. 
 
10   For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
    nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
 
11   You will show me the path of life; * 
    in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

  and in your right hand are pleasures for  
evermore. 
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Before the Season of Lent begins: 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Blessed are those who are persecuted for  

righteousness’ sake, * 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
In Lent: 
There is no verse before the Gospel. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should 
scatter seed upon the ground, and should sleep and 
rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and 
grow, he knows not how. The earth produces of itself, 
first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the 
ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the 
sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


