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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 
Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human 
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 
or to governors as sent by him to punish those who 
do wrong and to praise those who do right. For it is 
God’s will that by doing right you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men. Live as free men, 
yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; 
but live as servants of God. Honor all men. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. Servants, 
be submissive to your masters with all respect, not 
only to the kind and gentle but also to the overbearing. 
For one is approved if, mindful of God, he endures 
pain while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it, if 
when you do wrong and are beaten for it you take it 
patiently? But if when you do right and suffer for it 
you take it patiently, you have God’s approval. For to 
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example, that you should 
follow in his steps. He committed no sin; no guile was 
found on his lips. When he was reviled, he did not 
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revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten; 
but he trusted to him who judges justly. He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you 
have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, 
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Guardian 
of your souls. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 124 
At Said Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 124 found in the red 
Prayer Book on page 781.  
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 124 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
1   If the LORD had not been on our side, * 
    let Israel now say; 
 
2   If the LORD had not been on our side, * 
    when enemies rose up against us; 
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3   Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
    in their fierce anger toward us; 
 
4   Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
    and the torrent gone over us; 
 
5   Then would the raging waters * 
    have gone right over us. 
 
6   Blessed be the LORD! * 

  he has not given us over to be a prey for their  
teeth. 

 
7   We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the  

fowler; * 
    the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
 
8   Our help is in the Name of the LORD, * 
    the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Please turn the page and lead the Gospel Acclamation. 
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Happy are they who fear the Lord * 

  and have great delight in his  
commandments. 

People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “Hear another parable. There was a 
householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge 
around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, 
and let it out to tenants, and went into another 
country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent 
his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and the 
tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, 
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and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, 
more than the first; and they did the same to them. 
Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him 
and cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 
let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 
the fruits in their seasons.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


