JANUARY 25,
THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus

On the other hand he who devotes himself to the
study of the law of the Most High will seek out the
wisdom of all the ancients, and will be concerned with
prophecies; he will preserve the discourse of notable
men and penetrate the subtleties of parables; he will
seek out the hidden meanings of proverbs and be at
home with the obscurities of parables. He will serve
among great men and appear before rulers; he will
travel through the lands of foreign nations, for he tests
the good and the evil among men. He will set his heart
to rise early to seek the LORD who made him, and will
make supplication before the Most High; he will open
his mouth in prayer and make supplication for his sins.
If the great LORD is willing, he will be filled with the
spirit of understanding; he will pour forth words of
wisdom and give thanks to the LORD in prayer. He
will direct his counsel and knowledge aright, and
meditate on his secrets. He will reveal instruction in
his teaching, and will glory in the law of the LORD’S
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covenant. Many will praise his understanding, and it
will never be blotted out; his memory will not
disappear, and his name will live through all
generations. Nations will declare his wisdom, and the

congregation will proclaim his praise.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson

Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Anani'as an-uh-NIGH-uhs

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that
if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women,
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he
journeyed he approached Damascus, and suddenly a
light from heaven flashed about him. And he fell to
the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute me?” And he said, “Who
are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you
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are persecuting; but rise and enter the city, and you
will be told what you are to do.” The men who were
traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice
but seeing no one. Saul arose from the ground; and
when his eyes were opened, he could see nothing; so
they led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. And for three days he was without sight,
and neither ate nor drank. Now there was a disciple at
Damascus named Anani'as. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Anani'as.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”
And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street
called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for a
man of Tarsus named Saul; for behold, he 1s praying,
and he has seen a man named Anani'as come in and
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”
But Anani'as answered, “Lord, I have heard from
many about this man, how much evil he has done to
thy saints at Jerusalem; and here he has authority from
the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name.”
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he 1s a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of
my name.” So Anani'as departed and entered the
house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road
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by which you came, has sent me that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes
and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was
baptized, and took food and was strengthened. For
several days he was with the disciples at Damascus.
And in the synagogues immediately he proclaimed
Jesus, saying, “He 1s the Son of God.” And all who
heard him were amazed, and said, “Is not this the man
who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called on
this name? And he has come here for this purpose, to
bring them bound before the chief priests.” But Saul
increased all the more in strength, and confounded the
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was

the Christ.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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