
JANUARY 18,
THE CONFESSION OF SAINT PETER THE 
APOSTLE: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
And he said to me, “Son of  man, go, get you to the 
house of  Israel, and speak with my words to them. For
you are not sent to a people of  foreign speech and a 
hard language, but to the house of  Israel—not to 
many peoples of  foreign speech and a hard language, 
whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if  I sent 
you to such, they would listen to you. But the house 
of  Israel will not listen to you; for they are not willing 
to listen to me; because all the house of  Israel are of  a
hard forehead and of  a stubborn heart. Behold, I have
made your face hard against their faces, and your 
forehead hard against their foreheads. Like adamant 
harder than flint have I made your forehead; fear them
not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they are a 
rebellious house.” Moreover he said to me, “Son of  
man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in 
your heart, and hear with your ears. And go, get you to
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the exiles, to your people, and say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord GOD; whether they hear or refuse to hear.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
And Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I 
perceive that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation any one who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the word which he sent 
to Israel, preaching good news of  peace by Jesus 
Christ (he is Lord of  all), the word which was 
proclaimed throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee after the baptism which John preached: how 
God anointed Jesus of  Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. And we are witnesses to all that he did 
both in the country of  the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and made him 
manifest; not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded 
us to preach to the people, and to testify that he is the 
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one ordained by God to be judge of  the living and the
dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that every 
one who believes in him receives forgiveness of  sins 
through his name.” While Peter was still saying this, 
the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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